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claim his uncle's inheritance. The old sentiment of
reverence has, however, been so much used up, not to say
outraged, by these modern attempts to take advantage of
it, that it can scarcely be said to survive in our days.
Except in the case of the German Emperor, the asso-
ciations of the imperial name are no longer specially
dignified: Emperor is only a pretentious synonym for
king.
It is otherwise with the German Emperor, because he
has a substantial, if not a formal and technical claim, to
represent the mediaeval empire, with its line of magnificent
sovereigns from Henry the Fowler to Frederick II. More-
over a title different from and apparently higher than that
of king was wanted for the head of the new Germanic
state, because the kingdoms of Saxony, Bavaria, and
Wurtemburg are members of it.
There was a certain resemblance between the position
in Hindostan of the Mogul sovereigns of Delhi from
Akber to Aurungzebe, and that of the earlier Teutonic
emperors in Europe. And the supremacy which the British
Crown now holds in India over nearly all the native
potentates, is not unlike that which medioeval theory as-
signed to the Emperor among Christian princes.